Foret Land Enhancement Program

The Fores Land Enhencement Program (FLEP) is
funded under the Federd 2002 Faom Bill.  The
ohjedtive of ALEP is to enhance dewardship dfarts
thet Suppart the udainable use of forest resources on
non-indudrid private lands These private lands ae
aiticd to the hedth, beauty and economy of New
Yok. Pivaeforetsrepresant 85% of theforest land
(5% pwdic ad indudrid) and provide
gooroximetdy 70% of the rav materid for foret
indudries Privateforessprovidedeenar andwaer,
wildife hebitat, and recrediond and eteprise
opportunities

The Forest Land Enhancament Program promates
sound gewardship of non-indudrid, privatdy-owned
foreg land by offeing owners technical assstance,
educationa programs and cog-sharing grants as
explaned further inthisbrochure

Technical Asigance

Pofesond foredas ae avdladle to provide
quidance to private forest landowners to promate
sound forest resource manegamant practices and
fores gewardship on the ground. The NYS DEC
Bureau of Private Land Savicesis primary provider
of technicd assganceinthisprogram. DEC foregers
should be contacted before alandoaner initites any
projectswith hopes of recaving cog-dhare payments
In addition to the DEC foreters who provide
technicd assgance, the private sector offers foretars
who can guide landowners in thar menegamat

dedsons BEvenif landownersdo not utilizeresources
from the cos-dhare and educational prograns
technical assgancehdpsownersachievethar goals
To recave technical asssance, contact your local

DECdffice DEC foresterscan mekefreevist toyour
proparty for consuitation and can provide a lig of

Coopearating Foresas

Educationa Programs

Educaiond programs inform landowners, foresars

and other resource professonds about the FLEP,

how to use the guiddines of ALEP dfettivdy, ad
how forex menegement pradicss can hdp
landowners reech thar gods while practidng
adandde foes manegamet  The HLEP
educdiond program is coordinged by the Sae
Extenson Foreter in conaultaion with the DEC,

through the Comdl Cooperdtive Extenson sydem.

The educationd program saeks to inform through

broadscde intigives and to enddle erhancad
praticss  through more intendve  educationd
intigtives FLEP educationd programs are open to
dl indviduds and complement ongoing extendon

education provided saenide and through county

asnaaions of the Comdl Cooperdive Extenson

and atreech eforts of DEC. FLEP educationd

program adivities will indude diret malling to
thousand of forest owvner's, pressrdeases workshops
and training for fores owners training for foretars

traning for Mager Foret Owner voluntears, and

pudic presentationsto dvic and community groups

DEC andtheNew Y ork Fores Owners Assodiation
will pertner with CCE in ddlivering ALEP education
programs

Cos-Sharing Asigance

Cog-ghare programs ramburse fores owners for a
portion of actud expenses assodaed with forest
manegament pradtices having prior goprove by the
SaeForege. Thisfinandd assdancehesprovento
be an fectiveincentive that encourages landowners
to play amore adtive manegement rale then without
cod-dharing and to continue manegement adtivity
ater goproved practices ae completed.  Cod-share
practicesmugt be goproved by aDEC forester before
they areinitiated by theforest owner. Forest ovners
need a DECgyroved Landovng Foret
Sewadship Aan (s2 ALEP# 1 bdow) befarethey

aedigblefor cos-shaing, but plans

are devdoped free of charge by the DEC or with
patid reambursament from private sactor foresters
under FLEP Prattice 1, with DEC gpprovd. Forest
owng's mus implemant thar goproved pradtice
within 6 months of goprova and cantypically treet
up to 50 axes per yea, recdve up to $65,000
annudly, with aminimum total of $25,000in cogt-
sae payments through 2007 (the ed of the
aurent Fam Bill program  authorization).
Devdopment of plansisreémbursble up to 75% of
the actud cogt and ather practices are reimburssble
a 50% o 7%, dgpending on the pradtice
$250,000+ per year is available for cog-shaing in
New Y ark for 2003 through 2007.

Approved Pradtices

Bdow is a summay of pradtices goproved for
FLEP cog-dhare assdance in New York.  Ful
ddails on the pradtices are avaldde in the da€'s
priarity plan from the DEC Divison of Landsand
Foretswebsteor fromaDEC foreder.

FLEP 1 - Foet Sewardship Panning:
Devdop a Ladonvng Forest Stewardship Flan

(LFSP) or upgrade an exiding plan to mest NYS
goproved dandards Flans may be prepared by

private ssttor foreserswith acog-dhareratedof 75%
of adtud codsfor new plans or upgraded plans not
to exceed egablished program maximum rates. A
Sewardship plan must be gpproved by DEC before
thelandowner isdigiblefor other ALEP practices

FLEP 2 - Afforedation or Reforegation: To
encourage regenaation of forest cover through Ste
prepardion, planting, seeding, fencing, or tree
ddtas for the puposs of timber or fiber
production or carbon sequedtration.  The planting
plan may be pat of the LFSP. Cog-dhaeraeis
50%. Hanting is limited to non-invesive netive or
neturdized gpedies and cannat be used for orchard,
omamentd, nursery or Chrismasttree purposes

FLEP 3 - Forest Sand Improvement. Toenhance
growth and qudity of woad fiber. The cos-dharerae
of 7% isgopropridefor adivities uch astree marking,
thinning, cull removd, or grgpevineramovd. Making
will be by an goproved siviculturd presiption. Crop
tree rdease is an digible adtivity when fdlowing the
gpproved guide

FLEP 4 - Agdoaedry Implementation: Nat
avaladde

FLEP5- Water Quality Improvement: Toimprove
or protect water qudity, riperian arees, forest wetlands
ad foesx waeseds through the edabiment,
mentenance renovation, and/or restoration of gpproved
pradices The cog-darerate of 75% may be used for
wae ocontrd foresry bet manegement pradtioss
Oesgn ad layout of aoess comidors and ol
gehilization with plants to redrict eroson and protect
waeter qudity.

FLEP 6 - Fish and Wildlife Habitat |mprovement:
To aedte, protedt, or mantan fish and wildife hebitet
through egablisment, mantaence, and regoraion
pradtices Thecos-sharerate of 50% may begpplied to
adivitiessuch aswildife arop tree rdeese, wild fruit tree
mantenance,  ingdling  atifidd  caviies ad
hibemecua, ceding forex openings  etadlishing
sreemside vegetiation, and enhending sseps

FLEP 7 - Fores Hedth Practices To improve,
protect, and restore forest hedlth rdaive to detedtion of
or damege by insedts dissese and animds dfeting
edablished dands  The cod-share rate of 75% covers
practices auch as tree marking for dand improvement
andthinning. Making guiddines mugt bebassd onan
goproved sivicdturd guide  The practice does not
indude cog-shaing for goplications of chamicd or
bidogicd agents for contrd of foret pests such as
aypsy math



FLEP 8 — Invadve Spedes Contra: To limit the
Soreed of invadve spedes in forested environments
through eradication or menegamant pradtices thet
uppart the forest owner’s menegamant gods The
cod-dare rae of 50% can dhemicd contrdl.
Chemicd or hidogicd contrds mugt echereto labd
guddines This pradice is nat for ordhad,
omamentd, nursery or Chrismastree purposss

FLEP 9 — Wildfire and Catadrophic Event
Reduction: Natavailable

FLEP 10 — Wildfire and Catadrophic Event
Rehabilitation: To redore and rehdblitate forests
folowing caadrophic naurd everts such &
wildfire wind, and ice sorms The cos-sharerate of
50% indudes adtivities Such as ahilizing firdoreek
ils or bumed aess tree desgndion for dand
improvemeant, and thiming. Three marking and
thinning mugt fallow an gpproved siviculturd guide

mmary
A_EPisausful tod to hdp fores onvnersenhance

and esurethedainsbleuse of their foress Thisin
tum supportsthe numerous benditsthat privete
foregts provide to communitiesand sodely. Before
undartaking any adivity, consult with and sesk
gpprova through your locd DEC foreder.

Forest Land
Enhancement

Program

Promoting sound stewardship and
sustainable use of natural
resources on non-industrial, private
forest lands through:

EDUCATION
COST SHARING GRANTS
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

USDA Forest Service
NYS Dept. Environmental
Conservation
Cornell Cooperative Extension
New York Forest Owners Association

www.dnr.cornell.edu/ext/forestrypage/flep




