
Section 1 - A Context for Stewardship 
Forests as Gardens 

2. This Thing Called Forest Management - Does it 
Really Differ from Gardening? 

 
By Peter Smallidge 
 
New York is over 60% forested, and many 
people have noticed the growing activity 
associated with forestry and forest 
management.  We think about the importance 
of forestry, for local economies and 
environmental concerns.  While many people 
are interested in forest management, most do 
not realize exactly what is involved nor how it 
relates to other familiar activities. 

Let’s start by characterizing forest 
management as a process focused on the care 
and tending of forest vegetation, water quality, 
and the associated wildlife communities.  This 
begins by recognizing landowner’s objectives, 
identifying plans for short- and long-term 
accomplishments, and includes ample 
consultation with qualified professionals.  This 
process necessitates decision making about how 
to accomplish objectives within the numerous 
constraints of economics, soil suitability, and 
the surrounding forest areas.  As such, forestry 
and forest management involve many of the 
same considerations as gardening.  But, as you 
will see, they also differ.  

Gardening is truly a rewarding experience.  
This applies to all types of gardens, from 
vegetable gardens to flower gardens and 
butterfly gardens.  You spend considerable time 
during the year thinking about the steps you 
must take to establish your garden. You think 
about the crops you want to produce, how each 
plant can be arranged in your garden to allow 
for it best growth and development, and the 
fertility of your soils.  Towards the end of the 
summer, you start thinking about the timing of 
harvests to collect your produce before frost.  

At times, you may also have to deal with other 
factors such as insect pests, weeds, and disease. 
The planning you complete for your garden is, 
in many respects, similar to forest management 
planning. 

Forest management is also a truly rewarding 
experience.  Forestry requires you spend time 
planning, thinking, and decision making.   Like 
gardens, properly managed forests are capable 
of producing numerous benefits - all from the 
same acre of ground.  Efforts to use forests to 
attain multiple objectives, such as wildlife, 
water quality, recreational opportunities, 
aesthetic qualities, soil fertility, and timber 

production are known as forest stewardship. 
Historically, forests were seen only for their 
timber production value, but this is no longer 

Gardening and forestry 
are rewarding family 
ventures. 
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